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firmament. The young Abul Kalam Azad, born in Mecca in 1888 of a
distinguished scholarly family formerly attached to the Mogul Court
of Akbar, launched his paper AlHilal which at once caught the imagi-
nation of the Urdu-speaking world. Azad and Mahomed Ali through
their journals brought about a radical change in Muslim politics.
A change was coming over in Aligarh too. Due to the administra-
tive friction between the secretary of the League and Mr. Archibald,
the principal of the college, the Aga Khan got its office transferred
from Aligarh to Lucknow. The transfer terminated the domination
of European principals over the political activities of the Muslims.
The year 1912 also marked the beginning of Abdul Ghaffar Khan's
activities among the Pathans. Born in 1890 in the village of Utmanzai
in Peshawar district, the Khan commenced his activities as an educa-
tionist at the age of twenty-two and soon came under the influence of
the Haji Saheb of Turangzai. He associated himself fully with the
Haji's work of imparting religious education to the villagers.
Since 1913 Hindu-Muslim relations had begun to improve. The
Muslim League adopted a new constitution, with the objective as
"the promotion among Indians of loyalty to the British Grown, the
protection of the rights of the Muslims and without detriment to the
foregoing objects, the attainment of the system of self-government
suitable to India". This was too much for the old school of the Aga
Khan. Jinnah, still an outsider, gave his informal support. The League
session of 1914 was attended by Dr. Ansari, Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad, and Hakim Ajmal Khan. This session laid special emphasis on
the need of a closer rapprochement between the two communities.
The outbreak of war radicalized Muslim opinion as never before.
The year 1915 was a landmark in the political history-of India.
For the first time the League and the Congress held their sessions at
the same place and at the same time. A large number of Congress
leaders, among them Surendranath Banerjea, Pandit Malaviya,
D. E. Wacha, Mrs. Besant, Horniman, Mrs. Naidu and Gandhi
attended the session of the League. In 1914 the Aga Khan had tend-
ered his resignation as the permanent president of the League. The
nationalist Muslims had at last triumphed and the League asserted
its emancipation from its old policy. In pursuance of the resolution of
Jlnnah, the League set up a committee to draft, in consultation with
the Congress, a scheme of reform for India.